The journal will expand its remit, not just actively seeking 'general' content, but instead capturing the spectrum of medical and health sciences, grouped by relevance to the country's burdens of disease. To accommodate the anticipated volume increase, the online version of the journal will be far more extensive than it has been in the past. Accepted papers will be edited and published online as soon as they are ready, without being held up by the print schedule. The print edition will also be changing: its focus, in recognition of the priorities of its mainly practising-physician readership, will be to provide a platform for education and debate, distilling the most crucial practice-relevant findings from the research content published rapidly online, and complementing it with many more commissioned reviews, commentaries and editorials that provide valuable context and highlight learning points.
While much of the internal restructuring underpinning this reform is already complete, the most crucial aspect is the recruitment of an expanded Editorial Advisory Board, led by the Editor-in-Chief, to strengthen the relationship between the journal and its audiences. Over the coming weeks, we will be announcing a series of appointments that we hope will provide the expanded SAMJ -and HMPG -with the academic direction and passion it needs.
With this new approach, building on the consensus of influential medical academics while staying true to its practice-changing aims, the SAMJ intends to ensure that the ancient medical journal paradox of how to combine science and practice is resolved in favour of building the necessary solid evidence base to support SA though its ambitious health transition -and, by doing so, to become the natural home for SA's health and medical research that the Academy of Sciences has acknowledged that the country desperately needs.
Call for papers
To accompany the new vision of the SAMJ, the journal is launching its first Call for Papers targeting health and medical research that relates to SA's quadruple burden of disease. The best of the submissions for each of the four burdens will be published in special themed issues that will also highlight policy-relevant research gaps. Please send your submissions, including a covering letter introducing the work, to submissions@hmpg.co.za by 30 April 2016.
Hannah Kikaya CEO and Publisher, Health and Medical Publishing Group, South Africa

